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As the director of Field Education, Sister Armanda
Santos, FSP, leads seminarians in the Pastoral Pillar
of Formation. Read more about Sister’s work, and
the seminarians’ experiences inside.

ERVICE

“What is true of every vocation is true
specifically of the priestly vocation: The latter
is a call, by the sacrament of holy orders
received in the Church, to place oneself at the

service
of the People of God with a
particular belonging and
configuration to Jesus Christ.”

Pastores Dabo Vobis, 35
Pope St. John Paul II
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From the President-Rector
Rev. Gladstone H. Stevens, PSS, received his Ph.D. in Systematic Theology from Marquette University.
He was ordained for the Archdiocese of Louisville in 2000 and has been with the Society of St. Sulpice
since 2002. For six years he taught Systematic Theology and Philosophy and served as Vice Rector and
France Merrick University Chair at St. Mary’s Seminary & University in Baltimore Maryland. Since Fr.
Stevens moved to California in 2008, he has been an Associate Professor of Philosophy and Systematic
Theology at St. Patrick’s Seminary & University in Menlo Park. He served as Vice Rector and Academic
Dean until 2013. For the academic year 2013-2014 he served as Dean of Men; He now serves as the
President-Rector of St. Patrick’s Seminary & University.
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REFLECTION FROM THE RECTOR

n Holy Thursday, the Church commemorates the establishment of the
Priesthood and the Eucharist by Our
Lord at the Last Supper. It is essential
for us to remember that these realities are instituted
by Jesus Himself and flow from his intentions for the
people he redeemed. What is often missed, however, is that on the same night Jesus instituted the diaconate. As we learn from the Gospel of John, before
he ate with his disciples, the world’s savior, the Son
of God, washed feet. Thus, Jesus took the form of a
humble servant, a deacon, and commands those he
entrusts with his mission to imitate his actions.
Too often in our history we have forgotten this
dominical command. Part of the problem perhaps
is one of terminology. Before a man is ordained to
the priesthood, he is ordained to what is called the
“transitional diaconate.” As Walter Cardinal Kasper
states, this can give the impression that this means
“temporary” and that a person ceases to be a deacon
upon ordination to the priesthood. Kasper makes the
point that the Church only recognizes a permanent
diaconate; that is, when a man is made a priest or a
bishop, his identity as a deacon is not lost but contin-

ues in these other offices and informs their exercise.
When this is forgotten, then ordained ministry no
longer follows the pattern of Christ the High Priest.
What makes Christian priesthood distinctive, what
gives it specific character, is that it always carries
within itself the diakonia of Christ. Time and again,
the Lord contrasts the spiritual leadership he establishes with that found in the wider world. The leaders of the “gentiles” love to make their authority felt
and to lord over others. Jesus tells his disciples “it
must not be that way with you.” To lead is to serve
and greatness is to be found in humility. As St. Paul
tells us, Christ overcame the oppressive forces of this
world not in outward splendor, but in the form of a
servant and it is precisely in this form that he desires
his salvific priesthood to continue in time and history.
From its foundation, St. Patrick’s Seminary has maintained as its primary mission the formation of men
to the Priesthood of Christ. To fulfill this mission
requires that we be sincere in our efforts to form men
into his Diaconate as well. Let us pray that we grow
in not only our Common Priesthood of Christ but
also in our common Diaconate as well and that our
commitment to this form of service be permanent.

Pictured below: Members of the 2015 St. Patrick’s Seminary and University community. Photo courtesy of Abel Sanchez, Golden Images

Fr. Gladstone H. Stevens, S.S., processes into the St. Patrick’s chapel
during the Installation Mass where he was installed as the sixteenth
President-Rector of St. Patrick’s Seminary and University. To read more
about the installation, please turn to page 9.

From the Academic Dean
Rev. Anthony J. Pogorelc, PSS, holds an M.Div. from St.
Michael’s College of the University of Toronto and a Ph.D. from
Purdue University. Specializing in the sociology of religion,
his research focuses on young adults, social movements and
professional ministers. He is also a Fellow of the Institute for
Policy Research and Catholic Studies at The Catholic University of
America.
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WORDS FROM THE ACADEMIC DEAN

y father, Anthony Pogorelc, died in
February. I was privileged to preside
and preach at his Memorial Mass. Preparing the homily gave me a chance to
reflect on my father’s life. He was a Catholic for 92
years who went to Mass every Sunday of his life. He
was a man of service. He served my mother and our
family. He served our country in World War II and
received a Purple Heart and Cluster. He served the
Church as President of the Holy Name Society, as a
trustee and after Vatican II as one of the first lectors
in the parish. He embodied what the second reading selected for the Memorial Mass, from the Letter
to the Romans, proclaimed: “No one lives for oneself
and no one dies for oneself.”

faith and service than they are by those who only talk
about it, even if they do so eloquently.
Jesus told Peter, “Confirm your brethren.” I think
this command points to the essence of the ministerial priesthood. Ministerial priests are men of service who enable the priestly people of God to live out
their call to holiness and service. The late Bishop
Ken Untener would introduce himself saying: “and
I will be your server today.” Ministerial priests are
called by Christ to be the lowest, to be the servants of
the Christian Community.

Humility is an important characteristic of ministerial
priests. It’s a characteristic I look for in seminarians.
It is the same characteristic that makes one a good
I think it is important for us to reflect on the reality student. A good student enters knowing that there
that priests played an important role in forming my is much that he does not know. He has a thirst for
father as they do in the formation of all Catholics. knowledge. He comes to the seminary to be educatPriests who model service assist the laity to be peo- ed, to be formed. He listens to his teachers and his
ple of service. Blessed Pope Paul VI said that people peers. He strives to understand. He realizes that this
are more influenced by those who model the life of does not “just happen” but requires a commitment of
time to reading and study, and to discussing philosophy or theology with his peers. Here at St. Patrick’s
we say that every one hour in the classroom should
be followed-up with two hours of reading and study.
The primary ministry of the seminarian is sacred
study. It is his responsibility at this time in his life.
This dedication to study must continue when the
seminarian becomes a priest and enters full-time
parish ministry. One of the most significant responsibilities of a parish priest is to give well-constructed,
substantial homilies. If homilies are to be meaningful he must read, scripture, scripture commentaries,
theology, biography, novels and the news.
Pictured above: Deacon Huong Van Le defends his Master’s Thesis
before a panel of the St. Patrick’s Seminary and University faculty.
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Seminarians and priests are called to be men of service. Christ is counting on them to do this.

From the Student Body President
Brandon Dang is a seminarian for the Diocese of Orange. Currently in his Third Year
of Theology, he studied Computer Engineering at Irvine Valley College, and earned his
Associates of Science Degree in 2009. He then entered St. Patrick’s Seminary and
earned a Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy Degree in 2011. His home parish is St. Nicholas
Catholic Church in Laguna Woods, California,. He most recently was assigned to
St. Joachim’s Church in Costa Mesa, California for his pastoral year.
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MEN OF SERVICE

ere we are. The academic year is quickly
nearing its conclusion. Life at seminary can
be hectic in these final days as we muster
our remaining energy to finish the last few
sentences of our research papers, make sense of Church
doctrine for our oral and written exams, and prepare
to transition from seminary life to our home dioceses.
Though we have many responsibilities and tasks to attend to at year’s end, we must also slow down and reflect
on this year of formation so as to understand how God
has blessed us throughout this journey to the Priesthood.
An integral part of our formation is community life. The
spring semester included many events in which all of us
were called to minister and serve, many of which you
can read about in this issue of The Patrician. For example, the Discernment Retreat hosted approximately 60
men who are discerning a call to the priesthood. Seminarians gathered from all along the west coast for the
annual Walk-for-Life in San Francisco. Also, we have
experienced many cultural events celebrated by those
of various ethnic backgrounds. We enjoyed each other’s
company in less formal events like basketball and soccer
games. Finally, we celebrated the Diaconate ordinations,
and we look forward to the upcoming priestly ordinations of our brother seminarians.

All these events could not have been possible without
the support and service of my fellow seminarians. One
of the most rewarding experiences in my role as Student Body President has been serving alongside my 59
band-of-seminarian-brothers. God has blessed this
house with incredible men and I am proud to be a part
of such a great brotherhood. We are men of service.
This comes with both blessings and hardships. I have
encountered many challenges this year, but through
them I was able to entrust myself to the Lord and to my
brothers. Our service, great or small, is an incredible
affirmation of our camaraderie and, God willing, a preview of our future service to the parishes we will serve
The members of the 2014-2015 St. Patrick’s
Seminary and University Student Council

as priests. Jesus said, “the Son of man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45). His words remind us of the call to
the priesthood. Priesthood is a call to serve the people
of God through Jesus’ words and deeds. Through the
help of our formators and spiritual directors, we try to
make it a point to live out this call to serve others before
ourselves.
I appreciate and thank the entire community for its
prayers and support: my brother seminarians, the faculty and staff, and, most of all, our President-Rector, Fr.
Gladstone Stevens, for his leadership and guidance. Fr.
Stevens, installed as our 16th President-Rector at the
beginning of this academic year, has been a cornerstone
of teaching us how to be men after Jesus Christ and has
been a wonderful leader for our house of formation.
I wish to conclude by asking for your continued prayers.
Prayer is primary in supporting and nurturing the seminary community. We especially need your support in
these final few days, as well as the days to come. Please
be assured of our prayers for you and may God bless
you as we continue to celebrate the joy of His Resurrection during this Easter Season.

TRIBUTES

DR. MELANIE MOREY

It is difficult to explain what someone does when their role encompassed more than
their job title. This is true of Dr. Melanie Morey, Provost Emeritus of St. Patrick’s. Not
only was she in charge of assessment and accreditation, but she also served as advisor
to several seminarians and oversaw of institutional research.
In preparation for the visits of the Western Accreditation of Schools and Colleges
(WASC) and the Association of Theological Schools (ATS), Dr. Morey made sure that
the school, faculty, and students were meeting the challenging standards established
by each organization. Many hours went into the grueling process of assessment, which
involved writing and reading though hundreds of pages of reports. Thanks to her dedication and hard work, both organizations were suitably impressed and reaccredited
St. Patrick’s.
Dr. Morey was also the advisor to the newly-formed Institutional Research team. This
team looks at similar seminaries throughout the country and studies how St. Patrick’s
compares to them. With their findings, they identify those aspects of St. Patrick’s which
make it the outstanding institution that it is, as well as areas where it can be even better.
Dr. Morey played an active part in the life of the community as well. She participated in
events such as Community Day, the Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration, and community building activities. She came
to school early for morning prayer and Mass, and often stayed late for Evening Prayer. At conferences and seminars she
sat alongside the seminarians and shared in their experience.
Dr. Morey summed up her job in the form of the question: “Are we doing what we are supposed to be doing and are we
doing it well?” Her goal was to assure a resounding “Yes”. It was a question that she made everyone ask themselves. She
held seminarians to standards they may not have considered, not just her advisees. She challenged many would dislike
at first, but be thankful for later in the future.
While there is much more that could be said about the importance of the contributions that Dr. Melanie Morey has made
to the St. Patrick’s community, the space allotted for a single article does not allow it. For her dedication to seminary
formation, the institution itself, and each individual seminarian through prayer, long hours, and the occasional perfectly-prepared Manhattan, the entire community thanks you, Dr. Morey—provost, teacher, and friend.

DEACON JEFFREY BURNS

This past January Dr. Jeffrey Burns, permanent deacon and longtime archivist for
the Archdiocese of San Francisco, announced his retirement after 31 years of service. He began with the Archives in 1983, when they were located in a side room
of the Mausoleum at Holy Cross Cemetery in Colma. As more space was required,
the Archives moved to their current home at St. Patrick’s in 1991. Since 2002 visitors can find the Archives in the basement level of the seminary, adjacent to the
library. Though “not the most amenable” according to Dr. Burns, it offered ample
space for the growth of the collection.
He is especially grateful to those who have assisted him through the years: Fr. John
Reilly, Fr. Henry Trainor, Sr. Catherine Anne Curry, PBVM, Sr. Jude Ristey, PBVM,
and, most recently, Mr. Jonathan Ritter who now oversees Archives operations.
One particularly satisfying part of his role as Archivist was conducting interviews
for oral histories. Among his subjects were Msgr. Eugene Boyle, Msgr. Warren
Holleran, and Msgr. Clement McKenna.
Over the years the Archives has hosted researchers who have used the discoveries
of their visits in the publication of major works, such as Richard Gribble’s biography of Archbishop Hanna, and James Gaffey’s Men of Menlo. Dr. Burns also served as an adjunct member of
the seminary faculty teaching American Catholic History. He has published a number of works in the field. In his
farewell article in the most recent Archives newsletter, Dr. Burns explains: “Though I’m leaving the Archives, I am
not really retiring.” He will continue his work in the San Diego area, teaching at the Franciscan School of Theology
in Oceanside, and serving as the Director of the Frances G. Harpst Center for Catholic Thought and Culture at the
University of San Diego.
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OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE
NURIA ORTIZ

Prior to the start of the Fall 2014 semester, the St. Patrick’s community bid a fond farewell to Nuria Ortiz.
For the past ten years, Nuria has served the Seminary in a variety of capacities, as
Registrar, Assistant to the Vice Rector/Academic Dean, Immigration Official, Spanish
Instructor, and most recently as Executive Assistant to the President-Rector. Nuria
continually and effortlessly brought intelligence, hard work, and dedication to each of
these critical and necessary roles.
The faculty, staff and seminarians are grateful to Nuria for her many years of committed service to the principle mission of St. Patrick’s Seminary & University: the formation of men to the priesthood of Jesus Christ.
Christopher Kanowitz, a seminarian for the Diocese of Reno, had this to add, “Nuria
was always supportive and encouraging, and even took the time to listen when things
were difficult or frustrating. I can’t imagine what it will be like going back to St. Patrick’s without her there. Her Spanish class was an experience! I still think she needs to write a Spanish textbook series.”
We wish all the best for Nuria, her husband Mark, and their two daughters Valencia and Giselle, as they begin a new
chapter in their lives in Wisconsin.

Congratulations, Bishop Daly

President-Rector Fr. Gladstone Stevens, PSS, the Faculty, Staff and Seminarians of St. Patrick’s
Seminary & University offer their heartfelt congratulations to Most Rev. Thomas A. Daly, Auxiliary
Bishop of San Jose, on his appointment as the seventh bishop of the Diocese of Spokane, Washington.
Bishop Daly (Class of 1987) has served as the Vocation Director of the Archdiocese of San Francisco,
President of Marin Catholic High School, the first Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of San Jose, and
the fifteenth President/Rector of St. Patrick’s Seminary and University where he is a member of the
Board of Trustees.
Please join us in praying for Bishop Daly as he begins his new ministry in the Diocese of Spokane.
Ad multos annos!

Philosophy

&

Preaching
The preacher will remember
his philosophical studies as
he steps up to the pulpit. He
will remember that truth
simply cannot be hidden.

S

by Dr. Charles W. James, Associate Professor of Philosophy

o, what does philosophy (which represents the reason side of our faith?) have to do with preaching?
How can the study of philosophy improve the preaching of future priests? First, in philosophy we seek
illumination. St. Augustine taught that illumination is the only way we can attains the thoughts of
God. St. Bonaventure forcefully wrote that without God’s illumination a philosopher’s conclusions will
always be false. In seminary the future priest learns about the power of illumination in his life. We encourage
the seminarians to carry this lesson into their preaching preparation. We tell them that just like in philosophy
where Catholic mind needs illumination to understand, so in his preparation to preach---that moment must
come when the illumination of God makes all things clear and infuses his words with grace. The First letter of
John calls this the “anointing” of the Spirit (1st John 2:20, 21). The preacher can pray for this illumination in
his preparation and in his delivery. If he has God’s blessing he will go into the pulpit with the confidence of a
man who has heard from God and desires to tell his friends what he has heard.
Second, the study of philosophy requires the seminarian to illustrate and clarify ideas. “Illustrate,” from the
Latin, illustro means “to adorn,” We cannot leave the gospel message unclear. When the priest walks to the
pulpit the people of God look up to be fed. People will hear a clear presentation of the gospel nowhere else
but in the parish church. In the media today we hear only erroneous descriptions of the Church. From secular
society we often hear definite hatred for the faith and the Church. Preaching remains the only vehicle which
can accurately present the gospel and the Christian life. So we avoid unclear and overly abstract preaching.
Abstract ideas do nothing for people. Our seminarians are required to tell their fellows the practical meaning
of a philosophical concept applying if appropriate to their own Catholic lives. In the words of William James,
they must show the “cash value” of every abstract notion they learn. In seeking the practical application of
philosophy to their own lives and to others, they learn how to put their education to pastoral use. There is
nothing which hurts the Church more than a theology that is so heavenly minded that it is of no earthly
8
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good. Abstract ideas produce an abstract life; an impractical life—a life that has no inter-human influence at
all. The preacher, like the philosopher, cannot afford obscurity or abstraction; he must clearly state the truth
with illustrations from life, history or even sometimes his own experience. He must “adorn” the truth with
his experience of life.
Third, is communication. communicatio in Latin means: “to share with others,” “to speak to a group.” We
learn together and we communicate together. We carry out the Catholic life in fellowship---together. Catholicism is essentially a corporate faith. Truth, like the Truth, the Way, and the Life strives for expression. As St.
Thomas Aquinas teaches, goodness naturally expands in the world. So does Truth; it naturally desires to be
communicated. In philosophy we do exactly that—allow the truth to expand. Aristotle, and later St. Thomas,
were confident that with the right instruments (and enough time), man could learn all things. In philosophy
the seminarian learns, in the midst of his brothers, that truth must be communicated. He knows that the
Truth cannot remain dormant and unshared. The hording the truth to oneself does not honor God and, besides, it can never be silenced (Ps. 19:1-4; Luke 9:39, 40). The good preacher knows that the Truth is personal
and must be pastorally applied to peoples’ needs. The Truth comes through the preacher with the intensity of
a personal and shared Word. He has felt this Word in his own life and now becomes the tool of its expansion.
The preacher will remember his philosophical studies as he steps up to the pulpit. He will remember that
truth simply cannot be hidden.
The conclusion? Philosophy does improve parish preaching so long as the new priest remembers: Illumination, Illustration, and Communication.

Pictured above: Dr. Charles James talks philosophy with his pre-theology students. (L-R): Seminarians Thomas Lancaster, Archdiocese of San
Francisco; Zachary Alspaugh; Archdiocese of San Francisco, Cameron Pollette; Archdiocese of San Francisco; Gerardo Vazquez (leaning forward),
Diocese of San Jose; Robain Lamba, Diocese of San Jose; and Mark Tannehill, Diocese of Oakland.
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LIBRARY UPDATE:
FINDING INFORMATION AS A WAY OF LIFE

I

by Mr. David Kriegh, Library Director

n addition to being the curators of the seminary’s information resources, the librarians are also charged with the
important role of teaching information literacy to the community.
It isn’t enough for us to simply collect books, journals, and electronic
resources. We are responsible for
assuring the competent and wise
use of these valuable information
sources by the entire seminary
community: seminarians, faculty,
staff, and alumni wherever they
may be.

formulate a useful and appropriate
response. Alas, most will not be
fortunate enough to have a wellstocked theological library of over
150,000 volumes within walking
distance. However, this should not
imply that those questions requiring the resources of our library are
out of reach. To help those in the
field, we make our online catalog
readily available to search from
anywhere with an Internet connection. Furthermore, the library
can also work with those farther
afield to borrow through the mail.
We are also happy to discuss questions from the field by phone or
e-mail. Therefore, I encourage
these groups in particular to think
of the library as a resource for answering tough questions.

Formation is not limited to the
seminary building and grounds.
When newly ordained priests and
Pastoral Year seminarians enter
the field they will undoubtedly encounter questions with no
ready answers. They will need to When we teach information literconsult a source to provide them acy, we stress that it is more than
with the knowledge they need to just a “library” skill. Good infor10
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mation seeking behavior helps one
make more informed decisions in
everyday life. For example, how
do you find the best pizza in town?
You could ask a friend, read reviews
online, or visit a library. Each path
may lead you to a different answer.
Once you have an answer, how do
you verify its accuracy? How can
you be sure you are getting the best
information? What authority does
the information carry? Even in
small decisions, considering these
matters can lead to dramatically
more satisfying results than guessing or bluffing. In a similar way, our
library stands ready to help you in
your classes and your vocation by
providing authoritative, expert information, pastoral or academic.
Pictured above: Librarian Gabriel Ortiz offers
a book to seminarian Anhvu Nguyen, a seminarian for the Diocese of Oakland.

ORDER OF MALTA
by Joan Frawley Desmond, DM

O

Joan Frawley
Desmond, DM, is a
member of the
Western Association
of the Order of Malta
and the senior editor
of the National
Catholic Register.

ngoing support for the
formation of future
priests remains a critical concern for the entire Church, including the Western
Association of the Order of Malta,
which is also committed to nurturing the faith of its members. Thus,
when local Knights and Dames
learned of an East Coast initiative
that brought together Pittsburgh
members of the Federal Association of the Order for a Compline
service, they jumped at the chance
to start a similar effort and make
St. Patrick’s Seminary the location.
The Compline program was
launched in the 2013-2014 school
year. Since then, members of the
Order have joined the faculty and
seminarians for seven Compline
services, which have featured sacred music and reflections by
Bishop Michael Barber of Oak-

land, President-Rector Fr. Gladstone Stevens, PSS, and two other
faculty members—Fr. Raymond
Gawronski, S.J., and Msgr. Steven
Otellini, pastor of Church of the
Nativity in Menlo Park.
“This has been a wonderful opportunity for members of the Order to
gather for prayer and hear reflections that foster our spirituality, so
we can go forth and do our works,”
said Roger Hagman, KM, who
helped establish the program.
“The seminary has offered us great
speakers, including our chaplain,
Fr. Stevens. The beautiful chapel
lends itself to praying the Compline,” he added. “The collaboration serves to remind the seminary
and other members of the Church
that we are here in support of St.
Patrick’s and are prepared for future collaboration.”
Pictured Top Right: (l-r) President-Rector of
St. Patrick’s Seminary, Rev. Gladstone H. Stevens, PSS, and Order of Malta Prayer Leader,
Fra’ Carl Noelke.
Pictured Right: Elyse Barca, reading for one of
the Compline services.
Pictured Below: Members of the Order of Malta are joined in prayer for Compline in the St.
Patrick’s Seminary Main Chapel: (L-R) Anne
Regan, Joan Desmond, Mary Jean Wagner,
Kathleen Hamilton, George Tichy, Bill Regan,
and Tom Hogan.

GRADUATING CLASS OF 2015
Stephen Akers, Diocese of Monterey

Rev. Mr. Stephen Akers is the youngest of four children, raised mostly in Thousand Oaks. He was active in Boy Scouts, became an Eagle Scout, and played volleyball. He studied Spanish in high school, not realizing how much it would help
him later in life. Raised Catholic, he experienced a deeper moment of conversion
when confirmed at age 16. He studied Mechanical Engineering at Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo, graduating in 2006. Though he enjoyed his work as an engineer, he
felt called to something more and five months later applied to the seminary. He is
grateful that God has called him to be a priest in this time and place and looks forward to serving God and the Church. Stephen remarks, “Although I don’t know
where I am going, I know the Way!” He will be ordained to the Priesthood for the
Diocese of Monterey on May 22, 2015 by Bishop Richard Garcia.

Manuel Becerra, Archdiocese of Portland
Rev. Mr. Manuel Becerra was born and raised in Cucuta, Colombia where he lived
until age 21. While in high school he was involved with his parish and part of its
youth group, where he grew in his understanding of the Church and his faith and
experienced firsthand from working alongside the priests what it was like to be in
ministry. After high school he studied Engineering at the University of Francisco
de Paula Santander. After four years of seminary study in Colombia, he started a
foundation for the poor and marginalized in Bogata. He returned to the seminary
in 2007 through the Archdiocese of Portland. He studied English at Portland State
University and Pre-Theology at Mount Angel Seminary, then continued his study
of Theology at St. Patrick’s in 2011. He will be ordained to the Priesthood in the
Archdiocese of Portland on June 5, 2015 by Archbishop Alexander K. Sample.

Cameron Faller, Archdiocese of San Francisco
Rev. Mr. Cameron Faller was born and raised in Novato and attended Marin Catholic High School in Kentfield. During that time he was much more interested in
playing sports and getting into a good college than practicing his faith, or even
considering a call to the priesthood. However, after his first year studying Engineering at Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, his life took a dramatic turn during a pilgrimage to Lourdes. There he began to have a deep conviction that God was calling
him to be a priest. Upon his return he began his priestly formation. His first two
years were spent at Bishop White Seminary in Spokane, where he received his BA
in Philosophy from Gonzaga University followed by five years in the Theology program at St. Patrick’s. He will be ordained to the Priesthood for the Archdiocese of
San Francisco on June 6, 2015 by Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone.

Huong Van Le, Diocese of Oakland
The youngest of five siblings, in the summer of 2005 Rev. Mr. Huong Le first met
a young seminarian whose encouragement and guidance led him to see the hidden invitation of God to the priestly vocation. Two years later, he arrived in the
Diocese of Oakland and enrolled in Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon. There he
encountered cultural and environmental paradigm shifts that helped him to realize the ways in which God educated him in the virtues of obedience and docility
to the demand of the call. From there he continued his education at St. Patrick’s in
2010 which he describes as “a period of purification and intensification of my pastoral charity and maturity. It was as if I have learned a new language of the heart.”
He will be ordained to the Priesthood on May 23, 2015 in the Diocese of Oakland
by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ.

Cesar Martinez, Diocese of Stockton
Rev. Mr. Cesar Martinez was born and raised in Ciudad Guzman, Jalisco, Mexico.
He immigrated to California at age 15 with the desire to learn English. He lived with
his uncle and grandparents in Escalon where he attended high school. He studied at
Modesto Junior College for three years, then transferred to California State University, Stanislaus in Turlock where he earned a BA in Computer Information Systems.
After graduation he worked for two years at E&J Gallo Winery in Modesto. During
his last semester in college he heard God’s call to the priesthood. After two years
of discernment he entered St. Patrick’s in 2008. Although sometimes he felt like
running away from God’s call during his discernment, he now thankful because he
loves God and serving God’s people. He will be ordained to the Priesthood on June
6, 2015 for the Diocese of Stockton by Bishop Stephen Blaire.

Peter Tu Nguyen, Diocese of Oakland
Rev. Mr. Peter Tu Nguyen, one of six children, was born and raised in a Catholic
family in Haiphong, a province in the north of Vietnam. He became a seminarian
of the Diocese of Haiphong in 2003, shortly after his graduation from the University of Hanoi. After four years of serving at the cathedral, he came to the United
States and, in 2007, became a seminarian for the Diocese of Oakland. He took
three years of Philosophy and English at Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon. He
then came to St. Patrick’s for the four years of the Theology program. The seminary’s formation program and the life of prayer have helped him to be firm in his
desire to become a priest. He will be ordained to the Priesthood on May 23, 2015
by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ.
Photos courtesy of Abel Sanchez, Golden Images
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Michael Nufable, Diocese of Oakland
Rev. Mr. Michael Nufable was born in Vallejo and grew up in the nearby city of Hercules with his two younger brothers. He enjoys watching and competing in sports,
especially bowling. He attended St. Patrick Catholic School in Rodeo before attending public high school and college. Initially, his plans were to get married, have a
family, and become a pediatric nurse and professional bowler. After he was confirmed in 2002, his plans changed. When his confirmation director asked him if he
wanted to start youth ministry for St. Patrick Parish, at first he said, “No, thank you.
I do not have the gifts for youth ministry.” However, through the working of the
Holy Spirit, from 2002 to 2008, his ministry to youth was the primary reason for his
discernment for the Priesthood. He will be ordained in the Diocese of Oakland on
May 23, 2015 by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ.

Edwin Sanchez, Archdiocese of Portland
Rev. Mr. Edwin Sanchez was born in Bogota, Colombia in 1985 and grew up in
Pitalito, a small town in the southwestern part of the country, one of two children.
When a financial crisis struck his family, his parents turned to God and his family
became very committed to the Church. He supported his home parish as an altar
server and sacristan. At sixteen he began studying Philosophy at the Immaculate
Conception Seminary in the Diocese of Garzón in the Huila Province.
After a brief leave of absence from the seminary for vocational discernment, he
sensed that God was inviting him back to respond to His priestly call. In 2008 he
was accepted as a seminarian by the Archdiocese of Portland, and the following year
began his study of Theology at St. Patrick’s. He will be ordained to the Priesthood by
Archbishop Alexander K. Sample on June 5, 2015.

Jeremy Santos, Diocese of Sacramento
Jeremy Santos entered priestly formation for the Diocese of Sacramento in fall 2007.
His journey began at a young adult retreat in 2006. At first, he said, “I didn’t know
or have Christ at the center of my life. Since then I made sure Christ was always at
the center of my life and number one in my heart.” After the retreat, he attended
Eucharistic Adoration for the first time. It was there that he first understood Christ
was truly present in the Eucharist and felt God was calling him closer, to serve Him
as a priest. Eight years of seminary formation has challenged and encouraged him
to have an authentic love for the Lord and his people. He looks forward to being an
instrument of God’s charity, mercy, and peace.

Jason Simas, Diocese of Monterey
Rev. Mr. Jason Simas was raised in a small farming community near Fresno. Though
he was baptized a Catholic as an infant, he was formed as a Protestant. In 1996, he
returned to the Catholic faith and was confirmed. In 2001, he received a Bachelor’s
degree with a double major in Computer Science and Philosophy from California
State University, Fresno. He earned a Master’s degree in Computer Science from the
University of Pennsylvania in 2004. Afterward, he worked as a software engineer
specializing in user interface design for data visualization. Discerning a call to the
priesthood, in 2006, he became a chaplain assistant for the United States Army and
was deployed to Iraq for fifteen months in 2008. In 2010, he entered St. Patrick’s
Seminary for the Diocese of Monterey and was ordained a transitional deacon in
2014. On May 22, 2015 he will be ordained a priest by Bishop Richard Garcia.

Victor Ommar Solis, Diocese of Monterey
Rev. Mr. Victor Ommar Solís was born in Santa Maria, California. He is the fourth
of seven siblings; a true “middle child”. When he was eight, his family returned to
their hometown of León, Guanajuato, México. He grew up in León and studied
there until age 16. He then returned to California where he completed high school.
He attended CSU Fresno. He graduated in 2006 with a dual Bachelor’s degree in
Business Administration (HR Management) and Music (Music as a Liberal Art).
After graduating, he worked as program manager for a nonprofit organization in
Santa Cruz. He has been involved in many aspects of the Church, serving as an
Acolyte, Lector, and, most recently, Deacon. He also has been active in various music and youth group programs as well. On May 22, 2015 he will be ordained to the
Priesthood for the Diocese of Monterey by Bishop Richard Garcia.

Patrick Summerhays, Archdiocese of San Francisco
Rev. Mr. Patrick Summerhays was raised in Novato, one of seven children (five sisters and a brother). Growing up in the North Bay, he attended Our Lady of Loretto
parish school and high school at St. Vincent de Paul High School in Petaluma. He
earned his BA and MBA from the University of San Francisco in 1995 and 1998 respectively. During the next ten years he worked at various positions in the field of
finance, including at a biotech startup and a private wealth management firm. Ultimately it was the spiritual direction from his parish pastor that led him to discover
the silence necessary to hear the Lord speak his personal vocation. He arrived at St.
Patrick’s in 2010 to complete his studies in hopes of serving the Catholic faithful of
the Archdiocese of San Francisco. He will be ordained to the Priesthood on June 6,
2015 by Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone.

DIACONATE ORDINATIONS
On April 18, Most Rev. Thomas A. Daly (Bishop-Designate of the Diocese of
Spokane, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of San Jose) ordained Mr. Andrew
Ginter (Archdiocese of San Francisco) and Mr. Ronald Manango (Diocese of
Stockton) to the transitional diaconate at St. Patrick’s Seminary & University.
“Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose herald you now are.
Believe what you read.
Teach what you believe.
Practice what you teach.”
Please keep Deacon Andrew and Deacon Ronald in your prayers as they
begin their ordained ministry to the Church.
“It is the duty of the deacon... to administer baptism solemnly, to be custodian and dispenser of the Eucharist, to assist at and bless marriages in
the name of the Church, to bring Viaticum to the dying, to read the Sacred
Scripture to the faithful, to instruct and exhort the people, to preside over the
worship and prayer of the faithful, to administer sacramentals, to officiate at
funeral and burial services.” Lumen Gentium 29
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MEN OF

eminary
formation priest.” Although much of the
and study is typical- time a seminarian spends in
ly seven years. When formation to become a priest
people hear how long
that is, one usually must re“Another way of viewing
peat themselves. Yes, seven
pastoral formation is to
years!

Apart from classes, reading, see it as a process linking
exams, homiletics classes,
the elements of human,
liturgy practicums, and the
Pastoral Year, a year-long in- spiritual and intellectual
ternship at a parish, an ongo- formation in such a way
ing part of priestly formation
is Field Education. According that they can be put to
to the Program of Priestly practical use for others...”
Formation (PPF), Field EduProgram for Priestly
cation “provides an organized
Formation
experience to develop professional knowledge, skills and occurs within the seminary,
attitudes necessary for the the Field Education experi16
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ence gives him a chance to
feel the pulse of the people of
God wherever we serve them.
At St. Patrick’s students begin
their Field Education assignments early, being assigned
to a variety of ministries in
nearby dioceses.

Local parishioners have
probably heard a seminarian introduce himself at Mass
and seen him take part in
some aspect of a parish ministry. These assignments vary
from teaching English to migrant workers, helping out
with confirmation classes,
teaching RCIA, immigration
advocacy, hospital ministry,
restorative justice ministry,

SERVICE
juvenile hall, promoting vocations, youth ministry, providing religious education to
elementary school children
or, as deacons, engaging in
preaching, baptizing, marriage preparation, and more.
Sr. Armanda Santos, the Director of Field Education says,
“When it comes to placing a
seminarian in a specific ministry, we consider the pastoral
skills that a he needs to develop and where best he can
hone those skills. After that I
turn it over to the Holy Spirit,
who over and over again indicates to me the best place to
assign the seminarian to.” Sr.
Armanda added that she has

a repertoire of stories to prove Sr. Armanda says: “We do not
that the chosen assignments lack in requests to have semwere indeed good matches.
inarians ‘help out.’ However,
Students partner with the di- the purpose of field education
rector or leader of a ministry is precisely to be education. It
or work program and become is to be a place where a seminarian can, under the guidfully involved in it.

Seminarian Francis Kalaw, Diocese of San Jose, joins in prayer with Michael Hom and Robert
Kirk during the RCIA program at the Chinese Catholic Mission of the Diocese of San Jose
PATR ICI A N M AG A ZINE

|

SPR ING 2015

17

are four pillars that balance
formation and learning: Spiritual, Human, Intellectual,
and Pastoral. Each pillar is
carried out not only in classes and priestly formation
within the seminary, but also
through Field Education.

ance of a supervisor, prepare
himself for future pastoral
fruitfulness.” The Field Education experience is not only
beneficial to the seminarian
but provides a tangible witness to the people of the future of the Church.
In seminary formation there

On the surface, it may seem
that only the Pastoral pillar would be supported, as
the PPF states: “The pastoral
formation program should
provide seminarians with a
broad exposure to supervised
pastoral service, with primary
emphasis on parish ministry”.
However, the other pillars are
involved as well. The Intellectual pillar is made manifest
through sharing what we are
learning in the classroom,
particularly when teaching RCIA, faith formation,

or sacramental preparation.
The Human pillar is achieved
through interactions with the
different leaders and groups
in an assigned ministry. By

“... the purpose of field
education is precisely to
be education. It is to be a
place where a
seminarian can, under the
guidance of a
supervisor, prepare himself for future pastoral
fruitfulness.”
Sr. Armanda Santos, FSP,
Director of Field Education
taking what one learns in
Field Education and applying it in the seminary environment in interactions with
other seminarian and forTop Left: Deacon Jason Simas of
the Diocese of Monterey celebrates
his first baptism at San Carlos
Cathedral in Monterey for
Gemma Kate Bianchi, daughter of
Gina Marie and Brandon.
Left: Deacon Ommar Solis of the
Diocese of Monterey exercises his
diaconal duty by proclaiming the
Gospel in both English and Spanish
for the Diocese of Monterey Chrism
mass at Madonna del Sasso in
Salinas.
Next Page, Top: Sr. Armanda
Santos, FSP, the director of Field
Education for St. Patrick’s Seminary
and University takes time from her
busy schedule to share a smile.
Next Page, Bottom Right:
Seminarian Zach Alspaugh of the
Archdiocese of San Francisco shares
his time, guidance, and assistance
with students at the St. Francis of
Assisi Youth Club.
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erwise he becomes, as my father St. Paul says, only ‘noisy
gongs and clanging cymbals’”.

mators supports this pillar as
well. The Spiritual pillar is also
represented, perhaps not outwardly, but it becomes apparent in the seminarian’s prayer
life when he prays and reflects
on different learning experiences encountered during
Field Education assignments.
“Another way of viewing pastoral formation,” adds the PPF,
“is to see it as a process linking the elements of human,
spiritual and intellectual formation in such a way that they
can be put to practical use for
others, especially in a parish
context.”
A component of our field
assignments is theological
reflection, bringing the pillars together. Sr. Armanda
describes it as, “interpreting
pastoral experiences and/
or activities in the light of
Scripture, Church teaching,

personal faith and pastoral
practices. For field education
to truly be a formative experience, it is not enough to perform a ministry or carry out
good works. The seminarian must, in the light of faith,
search for meaning for what
he does and have the willingness to seek understanding of
God’s presence in his life, oth-

Field Education is an excellent
way to form those following
God’s will to become a priest.
The different Field Education
experiences provide seminarians with opportunities to serve
in ways not possible within the
seminary. The experiences we
have through our assignments
are not only ways we can serve
but they are also ways the people get to know their future
priests, praying for them and
supporting them throughout
their formation.
The relationships that are
formed through Field Education are ones that will last not
only for the academic school
year, but, God willing, through
ordination and beyond.

PASTORAL YEAR:

S

t. Patrick’s Pastoral Year Program is an internship experience that takes place between
the 2nd and 3rd years of theology.
It offers an intensive and broad exposure to parish life and the diocesan priesthood in the seminarian’s
home diocese.
The Second Vatican Council’s Decree on Priestly Formation called
for bishops “to consider carefully
the advantage of arranging some
interruption of studies, or of providing suitable training in pastoral
work, so that better provision can be
made for testing the fitness of candidates for the priesthood” (No.12).
The Pastoral Year Program is one
of the seminary’s responses to this
wise counsel, and both the seminarians and formators have found the
experience of serving the parishioners, working with the parish staff,
and assisting with the liturgical life
of the community to be a useful effort to develop the seminarian and
to assess his preparedness and vocational call.

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Since the seminarians receive academic credit for the year, they also
produce researched reports about
focused activities that the pastoral
year supervisor (often the pastor)
has assigned. In addition, they
write reflection papers about their
experiences. Both the pastoral year
supervisor and a pastoral year committee—made up of parish representatives and staff—evaluate the
seminarian, as does a seminary
faculty member who visits the seminarian at the parish in the fall and
spring semesters.
The seminary’s accrediting agencies
have commended the Pastoral Year
Program on multiple occasions, and
the seminarians return from the experience with a sense of rootedness
and growth in their vocation as they
begin their 3rd year of theology.
During the past two years, the pastoral year team has received glowing reports about the seminarians’
knowledge of the liturgy and their
confidence when helping at the altar. Thanks to the excellent instruc-

Alfred Guerrero, seminarian for the Diocese of
Honolulu, presents at a parish bible study.

tion of Fr. Jerome Magat, a Sulpician candidate at St. Patrick’s, the
men have contributed in a significant way to parish liturgies and have
trained hundreds of altar servers in
our sending dioceses.
The seminary is grateful to the pastors and parishioners for welcoming out Pastoral Year seminarians.
You are an important part of their
formation.

The 2014-2015 Pastoral Year seminarians with members of the Pastoral Year team

A “TYPICAL” DAY

D

IN THE SEMINARY

escribing the “typical”
day of a seminarian is
an impossible task. After
all, there is nothing typical about
our daily life in seminary. Living
with sixty other men, the complex
study of philosophy and theology, days punctuated by the sacred
liturgy - none of these are typical.
But however atypical this life may
be to the world around us, it is the
everyday experience of a seminarian. Here’s a snapshot of what our
day may resemble.

Morning Prayer.

The lights of the seminarian rooms
flicker on intermittently in the
morning hours. The first are those
of the early risers as they take time
for a holy hour, get in some reading for class, or head to the sacristy to prepare for Mass. Other
men, tired from the previous day,
hit the snooze button a few extra
times before hustling to chapel for

cal prayer more deeply into their
lives. Following Morning Prayer is
the celebration of Mass. No matter
how the daily schedule changes,
daily Mass remains the center and
most important part of our lives.

Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of
the Hours begins at 7:30 AM. This
time of prayer helps to focus the
day on the Lord and aids seminarians in assimilating this liturgiDescribing the “typical”
day of a seminarian is an
impossible task. After all,
there is nothing
typical about our daily
life in seminary.

After fueling up with a hearty
breakfast, we disperse throughout
the seminary to our various tasks.

Some days may contain several
hours of consecutive classes. Others may have less time in the classroom - this provides the time for
writing papers, or meetings with
spiritual directors and formation
advisors. After lunch might be a
few more classes, as well as heading off campus for apostolic work,
hitting the gym, playing soccer, or
– in a rare instance – a quick nap.
We come back together in the
Main Chapel at five o’clock for
Evening Prayer. Afterward, the
Blessed Sacrament is exposed until dinner to give us some quiet
moments with our Lord. By 6:00
PM the dining hall is full of hungry seminarians, famished from a
busy day. The free time after dinner allows for activities such as
study, choir rehearsal, laundry,
socializing with our brother seminarians, or prayer. Finally, we head
to bed to rest and prepare for another day.

Pictured above: (L-R) Seminarians Clayton Baumgartner of Sacramento, Anh Vu of Honolulu,
Ronnie Manango of Stockton, and Patrick Klekas (kneeling) of Reno prepare music for the celebration of the Oblate Sisters’ Foundation day, while Michael Andrade of Fresno, Ryan Francisco of
Sacramento, Fr. George Schultze, SJ, and Ben Rosado of San Francisco sing along.
Pictured Top Right: Seminarian Guadalupe Vargas of Fresno
proclaims a reading at one of the Seminary liturgies.

Is this a typical day? Hardly! However it is a glimpse of the life we
lead as we journey closer each day
to the altar of God.
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NINTH ANNUAL

REVS VS. SEMS FACEOFF

O

n February 20, local seminarians and priests celebrated vocations and fraternal community as they competed in the
ninth annual “Revs vs. Sems” basketball game held at the spacious Leavey Center at Santa Clara University.

Archbishop Cordileone and Bishop Daly graciously lent their support and attended the game alongside the fans. The “Sems”
maintained a significant lead from the very start of the game, and took the trophy with a score of 41-29.
The “Revs vs. Sems” tradition was started in 2007 by the late Fr. Mark Catalana, former Director of Vocations for the Diocese of San Jose. According to Melissa Tamayo - event planner, Director of Admissions for St. Patrick’s, and former secretary
to Fr. Catalana - the game was originally intended to raise the funds needed to allow San Jose seminarians to attend World
Youth Day in Sydney, Australia. The first game was held on February 2, 2007 at the Archbishop Mitty High School gymnasium and was an instant success. The following year, the game was also held at Mitty, but, due to overflowing crowds, the
organizers sought out a larger venue. Beginning in 2009, Santa Clara University has generously hosted the game - which
now attracts roughly 3,000 fans each year - at their Leavey Center.
While St. Patrick’s seminarians have consistently participated in the Revs vs. Sems game, this is the first year that the event
was officially co-sponsored by both the Diocese of San Jose and St. Patrick’s. This was a highlight for Ms. Tamayo: “Promoting vocations and supporting seminarians is the responsibility of the Church as a whole and should go beyond diocesan
borders.” In addition to promoting vocations, the game has also given the laity new insight into the lives of the clergy. They
can see the human dimension of priests and seminarians while at the same time celebrating these men who have accepted
a special call to serve the Church. Commenting on the significance of the Revs vs. Sems game, Ms. Tamayo added, “I think
that the game gives ‘ordinary people’ an opportunity to see their priests and future priests as people like themselves, but with
a unique purpose for their lives. That purpose is to bring people to Christ.”
Seminarians from St. John’s Seminary in Camarillo and
St. Patrick’s participated in a congenial basketball game on
Saturday, April 11. The event took place at the gymnasium at
nearby Nativity Catholic School. Though only fielding seven
players, the St. Patrick’s team built a 15-point lead twice
during the course of the game. However, the visiting team
prevailed in a final score of 84-78.
22
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THE FALLER BROTHERS

W

hile not the first time in the history of St. Patrick’s, it has been a number of years since two
brothers were students in the seminary at the same
time. Cameron, who will be ordained to priesthood
in June for the Archdiocese of San Francisco, and
Kyle, who is completing first theology, are the two
younger of four brothers all of whom went to Marin
Catholic High School and were taught by then Father
Daly, now Bishop Thomas Daly. In fact Bishop Daly’s
first assignment as a newly ordained priest was Our
Lady of Loretto in Novato – the Faller’s home parish.

Cameron and Kyle’s paths to St. Patrick took different
turns. Cameron studied civil engineering at Cal Poly for
two years. After hearing his calling to the priesthood on
a pilgrimage to Lourdes, he decided to enter seminary
formation at Bishop White Seminary in Washington,
where he eventually received his B.A. from Gonzaga
University. Kyle studied political science and philosophy
at Franciscan University before beginning his seminary
formation at Bishop White Seminary; he then entered
St. Patrick’s in the Fall of 2012 where he completed his
B.A. in Philosophy.
Kyle tells the story that during a phone call between the
two brothers (he was a junior in high school and Cameron a sophomore at Cal Poly) each said they believed

God was calling them to discern the priesthood. Neither
had any idea that the other was considering this step.
Cameron and Kyle have a friendly and close relationship
with their older brothers and their families which has continued to aid their discernment. They are uncles to five
nephews and one baby niece. Cameron says it is a great
blessing to have a brother walking the same path. Both
brothers agreed and pointed out that they can bounce
ideas off each other and share various experiences of seminary life.
Both Cameron and Kyle credit their parents who faithfully
lived out their marriage vocation, thus enabling the two
brothers to hear the Lord’s call to the priesthood in their
own lives.

The Faller Family poses together with Bishop Thomas Daly at the reception for
the Diaconate Ordination of Rev. Mr. Cameron Faller, May 17, 2014. Left to
right: Parents Joel Faller and Bonnie Faller, Ryan Faller, Most Rev. Thomas Daly,
Rev. Mr. Cameron Faller, Seminarian Kyle Faller, and Garrett Faller.

FATHER JAIME ROBLEDO, PSS

S

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF PRIESTLY ORDINATION

t. Patrick’s Seminary faculty member Fr. Jaime
Robledo, PSS was ordained to the priesthood in his
native Diocese of Buga, Colombia on January 27, 1990
at the age of 25. His twenty-fifth anniversary of priestly
ordination is being celebrated by various groups whose

lives he has touched in California, Florida, and Colombia, including St. Patrick’s, St. Anthony’s in Menlo Park,
the couples of Evangelio y Familia, the Oblates of Jesus
the Priest, a community of the Neocatechumenal Way,
and St. Agatha in Miami. In Colombia he will visit all the
institutions where he has worked, including five parishes,
the Instituto de Cultura Religiosa Julián Mendoza Guerrero (where he served as rector), and Seminario los Doce
Apóstoles, which he helped found.
Asked to reflect on his 25 years, Fr. Robledo points to a
special grace to see Presbyterorum Ordinis #13 as applied
to his life: “Priests who perform their duties sincerely and
indefatigably in the Spirit of Christ arrive at holiness by
this very fact.” At St. Patrick’s Fr. Robledo has received
glowing praise from seminarians and faculty alike for his
threefold work as a theology teacher, formation advisor,
and spiritual director.
We wish him ad multos annos!
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DOMINA NOSTRA,

SEDES SAPIENTIAE

From its foundation in 1641,
the Society of St. Sulpice has
sustained a great devotion
to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
In 1860, Rector Fr. Houbart
commissioned M. Henri
Bouriché to carve a statue of
Our Lady, the first of Domina
Nostra, Sedes Sapientiae (Our
Lady Seat of Wisdom).
The statue featured the Blessed Mother
with the Child Jesus, Divine Wisdom,
in her arms. Bl. John Henry Cardinal
Newman writes: “Mary has this title in
her litany because the Son of God, who is
called in Scripture the Word and the Wisdom of God, once dwelt in her; and then,
after His birth of her, He was carried in
her arms and seated on her lap in His first
years…being as it were the human throne
of Him who reigns in Heaven…”
Replicas of this statue have stood in
central places in Sulpician seminaries
throughout the United States, including
our own. Seminarians, faculty, staff, and
visitors pass by the venerated image as
they enter the Main Chapel. The community rededicates itself to the traditional Sulpician devotion to Mary and prays
through her intercession for all who enter the seminary doors. Recipients of the
annual Patrician Award, as well as gala
honorees, receive a replica statue of the
venerated patroness.
In 2013, a magnificent bronze version of
the Sedes Sapientiae was donated to the
seminary. The statue is found at the main
entrance to the seminary campus, where
Mary presides as a constant reminder of
the patroness of the Society of St. Sulpice
and the seminary community.
24
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“CUIX AMO NICAN NICA NIMONATZIN”
(Am I not here, I, who am your Mother?)

COMMUNITY NEWS

With more than fifty years of uninterrupted tradition,
the community of St. Patrick’s Seminary & University
celebrated the 483rd anniversary of the apparitions of Our
Lady of Guadalupe to Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin.
The celebration began very early in the morning with the
traditional “mañanitas,” followed by a serenade prepared
by the different ethnic communities that comprise the
community of Saint Patrick’s. In the evening, the liturgical
celebration was presided by Father Ricardo Chávez of the
Diocese of Oakland, one of the pioneers and initiators
of this Hispanic celebration in this house of priestly
formation over five decades ago. In his homily, Father
Chavez recalled the words of Pope Benedict XIV “non
fecit taliter omni natione” –“He has not done this for any
other nation”— from Psalm 147, to emphasize the great
love of God in giving the Blessed Virgin Mary as Mother
and Queen of the Americas. After the solemn celebration,
there was a reception with a delicious Mexican dinner
prepared by our beloved Oblate Sisters of Jesus the Priest
accompanied by the typical mariachi music in honor of
our Blessed Mother.

CELEBRATING THE OBLATES
St. Patrick’s commemorated the Foundation Day of the Oblate Sisters of Jesus
the Priest on February 9. Seminarians gathered in front of the convent early
in the morning to serenade the sisters with Mananitas. Then each of the class
representatives presented the sisters with a rose. A social, hosted and catered
by the seminarians, followed that evening. The Oblates of Jesus the Priest were
founded in Mexico in 1924 by Venerable Fr. Félix de Jesús Rougier, MSpS with
the assistance of Venerable Concepcion Cabrera de Armida, or “Conchita.” Their
mission is to love the priesthood of Christ and to make it loved, particularly by
means of prayer and sacrifice, and through their dedicated work in seminaries
and other apostolates.
WEEKEND CONFERENCE: COURAGE
On Saturday March 21st, St. Patrick’s Seminary hosted a presentation about
the Courage and EnCourage apostolates which are Catholic pastoral initiatives
that minister to men and women who struggle with same-sex attraction as well
as their families. For more information, please visit their website, Courage
International at http://www.couragerc.net/
The speakers included: (L-R) John Collins, Joseph Sciambra, Dr. Cynthia Hunt,
Rilene Simpson, Fr. Larry Goode, and Fr. Jerome Magat, PSS (Cand.).

DISCERNMENT RETREAT JANUARY 2015

St. Patrick’s hosted over sixty men, its largest discernment
retreat in some time. The weekend brought together men
who are discerning a call to priesthood for their respective
dioceses. The dioceses sponsor and send them on this
retreat to learn more about discernment and seminary
life, with the anticipation that some will enter seminary
formation in the coming year.

INSTALLATION OF LECTOR
On February 25, 2015 eleven seminarians in their first year of Theology were installed as Lectors. Bishop Garcia of the Diocese of Monterey
was the principal celebrant. Becoming a lector is a small step in the process of priestly formation, but it carries with it the great responsibility of
proclaiming the Word of God. The newly installed Lectors may now read during Mass and other liturgies. Remember, readers: speak loud, clear,
and slowly, and make eye contact! (L-R) Top Row: Victor Trinidad, Diocese of San Jose; Kyle Faller, Archdiocese of San Francisco; Michael Scott,
Diocese of San Jose; Manuel Rodriguez, Diocese of Sacramento; Adrian Cisneros, Diocese of Stockton; Michael Rocha, Diocese of Stockton.
Bottom Row: John Hoang, Diocese of San Jose, Romple Emwalu, Diocese of Honolulu; Peter Lawongkerd, Diocese of Oakland; Most Rev. Richard
Garcia, Bishop of Monterey; Ernesto Jandonero, Archdiocese of San Francisco; Adam Woodward, Diocese of Monterey.
PATRONAL FEAST: ST. PATRICK’S DAY
On March 17, the St. Patrick’s Seminary
observed the solemnity of its patron. After
Morning Prayer, the seminary community had
its annual picture taken and afterward enjoyed
an Irish breakfast. The evening Mass, celebrated
by Fr. Gladstone Stevens, was preceded by prayer
before the statue of St. Patrick and an outdoor
procession. A social and dinner followed in
the refectory, festively decorated by the student
body. Faculty donned white chef ’s jackets and,
following an in-house tradition, graciously
served as waiters. Light entertainment was
provided by the seminarians and included Irish
folk songs such as the sea shanty “Haul Away
Joe,” and a screening of the community’s new
vocational video.
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MILITARY DISCERNMENT RETREAT
The Archdiocese for the Military
Services and St. Patrick’s hosted
more than forty men from around
the country and the world - some
from as far as Korea and Europe - for
discerning the call to serve God and
his people as a military chaplain in
one of the various branches of the
military. We were especially blessed
to have Archbishop Timothy M.
Broglio, Ordinary of the Archdiocese
for the Military Services, as well as
several vocation directors from the
Archdiocese for the Military Services
with us for that weekend.
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Above: Seminarians from St. Patrick’s and Mount Angel Seminary joined forces on January
24 to participate in the annual Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco. Apostolic Nuncio,
Archbishop Cardinal Maria Viganò, delivered Pope Francis’ blessing to all present prior to
the Walk, which took place on Market Street, starting at the Civic Center, and concluding
at Justin Herman Plaza.

Above: The Community Life and Growth Committee put on a Flag
Football Game and Super Bowl party this past February. It was a time
to gather in fellowship for the big game, eat good food, and enjoy some
libations. The Superbowl itself added to the fun, with the New England
Patriots edging the Seattle Seahawks 28-24.
Above: This past year transformed one of our lounges into a working barber shop where
seminarians and priests get their hair cuts by volunteers, including fellow seminarians.
Thanks to the Vietnamese community for making this barber shop became a reality.

Above: This January, the seminarians returned from winter break to a goal-less soccer field.
The goals, on loan from an external league, had been moved to a new location. Fortunately for
the seminarians, a family stepped in with a donation to purchase new goals. The seminarians
thank our donors for giving us the chance to continue playing this sport we love.
Right: On the evening of December 5, Fr. Paul Maillet gave a stirring solo piano concert to
commemorate St. Nicholas Day. The program featured works by Frédéric Chopin, including
two of the well-known Ballades.

TET CELEBRATION - CHÚC MỪNG NĂM MỚI!
On Saturday morning, February 21, seminarians assembled in the dining hall to prepare themselves and the space for the Lunar New Year (Tết)
celebration. Deacons exercised their sacra potestas by lifting up tables and chairs, Oblate Sisters managed the kitchen, and seminarians sipped their
coffee, listening to the wisdom of Fr. John Kselman.
At 10 AM, guests in their long dresses (aó dài) arrived at St. Patrick’s for Mass. Seminarians joyfully greeted them, while children frantically ran in
and out of the chapel (perhaps looking for bánh chưng), and choir members warmed up their voices. St. Patrick’s alum Fr. Michael Pham was smiling
because he did not need to give the homily this year. St. Victor’s Vietnamese choir welcomed the procession with their angelic voices. The homilist,
Deacon Huong Le described his audience by quoting St. Matthew: “He will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left” (25:33). He also
stressed the importance of ¨sheep¨ throughout the Scriptures, since it was the Year of the Sheep.
At the dining hall, one can hear “Chúc Mừng Năm Mới!” on the lips of many. Vice-Rector and Academic Dean, Fr. Anthony Pogorelc, PSS, gave
the opening remarks and blessing. Lechon, moon cakes, and fried rice were among the different foods featured. During the luncheon, seminarians
from different communities displayed their talents, singing “Dust in the Wind” and “Besame Mucho”. After that, three young girls danced and
sang in Vietnamese. Then Deacon Le read the letter from Pope Francis to all those celebrating the Lunar New Year. We were honored to have the
pope personally write a letter to us, in Vietnamese no less! Fr. Kselman was then knighted as honorary Vietnamese for his great appreciation of the
Vietnamese culture and phở. Priests were then called up to give lucky, red envelopes to children and elders. Finally, the celebration concluded with a
thanksgiving hymn to Mary, asking the Seat of Wisdom to bless the New Year.
OSCAR ROMERO
A special Mass was celebrated
in memory of Archbishop Óscar
Romero on Monday, March 23, the
eve of the 35th anniversary of his
assassination in 1980. Archbishop
Romero was the fourth Archbishop
of San Salvador and is revered for his
devotion to social justice. St. John
Paul II declared him Servant of God
in 1997 and Pope Francis designated
him a martyr this past February. The
Mass was offered by Fr. Armando
Gutierrez of St. Matthew’s, San
Mateo. Msgr. Antonio Valdivia, a
priest of the Diocese of Oakland
and former student of St. Patrick’s
Seminary, served as homilist.
OATH OF FIDELITY & PROFESSION OF FAITH
During Vespers on April 18, 2015, nine seminarians made their profession of faith and oath of fidelity before the St. Patrick’s Seminary and University
community. Pictured below (L-R) Top Row: Raj Derivera, Diocese of Sacramento; Robin Joo, Diocese of Orange; Brandon Dang, Diocese of Orange;
Andrew Pacheco, Diocese of Santa Rosa; Luis Lopez, Diocese of Oakland. Bottom Row: EJ Resinto, Diocese of Honolulu; Quyen Truong, Diocese of
Orange; Jorge Martinez, Diocese of Salt Lake City; Michael Andrade, Diocese of Fresno. God-willing these men will be ordained to the transitional
diaconate soon. Please keep them in your prayers.

ALUMNI UPDATE

I

n late 2014, St. Patrick’s approached the Board of the St.
Joseph’s-St. Patrick’s College Alumni Association seeking funds for a new roof on the Cur House. This request
provided an opportunity for the Alumni Board to rededicate the Cur House in memory of the alumni co-founder,
Walter J. Harrington. Fellow co-founder Don Carroll took
charge of the project and contacted various alumni and private parties to fund the endeavor.
The idea of the Cur House began in 1950 when the seminarians made plans to create an outdoor recreation room.
In the Spring 1955 issue of The Patrician, then-seminarian Pierre Du Maine, chronicled the 5-year project, from
the 1951 pouring of the foundation to the building’s recent
completion that year:
“For twenty-six months the project languished, as seminarians viewed the naked foundation and idly asked, ‘Why?’
(hence, ‘Cur’ House), until one came along with the imagination and initiative to ask, “Why not?” It was in September, 1953, that Walter Harrington proposed that the adobe
project be resumed.”
The structure contains 3,300 board feet of lumber and 1,040
sundried adobe bricks, each 9 inches wide, every one made
by the seminarians on site. The posts are actually railroad
ties that were donated by Southern Pacific. The structure

CUR HOUSE REDEDICATION

is 540 square feet indoors and has a covered porch area of
180 square feet. Du Maine (the future Bishop of San Jose)
summed up the Cur House project:
“Over half the student body contributed varying amounts
of time to the work, some in the essential skilled work
(wiring, metal work, etc.), some in the thankless “muscle”
jobs (digging, hauling, etc.) and some in highly specialized
crafts, like the talented pair who trundled up and down
ladders with a bucket full of knots retrieved from the floor,
deftly fitting each knot-hole in the ceiling with its proper
knot. And some, of course, had a unique role in the project,
such as the seminarians of 1950 who initiated the idea and
Walter Harrington, whose skill and energy largely carried
it through to realization.”

Pictured to the Right: (L-R) Jim Murphy, Director of the Alumni Association,
Thomas Dietrich, Jim Donohoe and Patrick Cloherty.

ALUMNI FLASHBACK

R E V. T H O M A S B AT C H

Father Thomas Batch, an alumnus of St. Patrick’s Seminary and Univesity (Class of 1982), fondly remembers two
beautiful moments from his priestly ministry: In 1986, he
concelebrated Mass at a chapel in the Vatican with Pope
John Paul ll along with Bishop Francis Quinn (below). He
also had the opportunity to meet Mother Theresa in Rome
during the same trip that year (left).
Father Batch was ordained at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Sacramento by Bishop Francis Quinn on
March 17, 1984. He retired from active ministry in 2001 at
the age of 77.

If you are an alumnus of St. Patrick’s and would like to share with us something to be included in
the Patrician magazine, please contact us at patrician@stpsu.org
PATR ICI A N M AG A ZINE
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IN MEMORIAM

Father Albert C. Giaquinto, S.S.

Rev. Albert Charles Giaquinto
December 13, 1923 - October 27, 2014

Father Albert Charles Giaquinto, S.S. was born on December 13, 1923 in New
Haven, CT. He was the sixth of eight children. His childhood was filled with love
from his family and rooted in the faith. He attended Theological College and
graduated with an M.A. in Philosophy (1944) and an S.T.L. from the Catholic
University of America in 1948. He was ordained for the Archdiocese of Hartford
on May 27, 1948. After several years serving as chaplain at the Newman Center at
the University of Connecticut, he entered the Society of St. Sulpice. As a Sulpician
he served as a faculty member at St. Edward’s Seminary and St. Charles College
Seminary. He made his way west to California where he was made President of
St. Joseph’s College Seminary (1963-1968), Principal of St. Joseph’s High School
Seminary, and President of St. Patrick’s College (1967-1968).

Father Giaquinto then served in many other positions of leadership within the
Society of St. Sulpice. He retired in 2000 where he would spend the rest of his days gracing the retirement
community at St. Charles Villa with his peaceful presence.

Sister Luisa Sandoval-Maravilla, OSJ
Sister Luisa Sandoval-Maravilla, OSJ, affectionately known as “Madre Luisa,” passed away this year as well. She was well respected by her community,
as she was one of the founding members of the Oblate Sisters of Christ the
Priest. In 1937 after receiving Diocesan approbation, Father Felix Rougier
M.Sp.S, founder of the Order appointed her to a leadership position.
Sister Luisa Sandoval-Maravilla, OSJ
September 18, 1915 - March 17, 2015

Sister Isabel Pacheco-Santos, OSJ

Sister Isabel Pacheco-Santos, OSJ, holds a very special place in the heart of St. Patrick’s
Seminary. She was one of the first Oblate Sisters of Jesus the Priest who arrived for
ministry at the seminary in 1994. She was born on January 22, 1935 and entered her
eternal reward on February 17, 2015. Her Sisters fondly remember her as one who
truly lived the charism of their order, “In oblation to the Lord.” She lived her vocation
through her kindness and joyful readiness to serve her sisters, seminarians, and priests.
Both Sister Isabel and Sister Luisa will be missed by their communities whom
they both served with love

Sister Isabel
Pacheco-Santos, OSJ
January 22, 1935 February 17, 2015

FRIENDS OF ST. PATRICK’S & ALUMNI OF ST. JOSEPH’S-ST. PATRICK’S
Darryl H. Arruda
Rev. Joseph Tunacao Arong, OMI
Deacon Carl Bunje
Rev. Leonard J. Calegari, R’57
James Carrig, R’56
Rev. Paschal Cheline O.S.B.
Nhu Cong
Rev. Clement “Art” Davenport
Michael N. Donahoe, R’59
Rev. Eugene “Bud” Duggan, R’41
Daniel Erwin, R’66

Rev. Semus Genovese, C’59
Michael Gill, R’51
Ignacio “Nat” Guevara
Kenneth Hunt, R’52
Paul Issacs, R’62
John Kates
Rev. Laurent “Larry” Largente
Michael N. Manick, R’58
Anthony J. Maurovitch, R’49
Patricia McElroy Merriman
Marla K. Hiranaka Okazaki

REQUIESCANT IN PACE

[Special thanks to Mr. Jim Murphy, R ‘64 for helping with this list.]

Janet Paine
Robert Putman
Priscilla Ramos
John M. O’Rourke, HS’67
Anthony Pogorelc
Rev. Frank Piro, SPS’62
Deacon Charles D. Ryken, R’57
Antonia Santana
Rev. Thomas J. Shea, M.M.
Alan Watanabe
Ralph Wimer, R’61

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRIESTS’ DAY
Please mark your calendar for Priests’ Day
Tuesday, November 24, 2015
2:00 pm Presentation
4:00 pm – Mass
5:15 pm – Social
6:00 pm – Dinner
2015 Jubilarians: Ordination classes
of 1955, 1965, 1975, and 1990
Our Young Alumni – 2005-2015

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Most Reverend Salvatore J. Cordileone, J.C.D
Archbishop of San Francisco,
Chancellor of the Board of Trustees
Most Reverend Michael C. Barber, S.J., D.D.
Bishop of Oakland

We look forward to seeing you in the Fall.
Please email Leelamma.sebastian@stpsu.org
to update your contact information.

Fr. Lawrence Goode (class of 1964), pastor
of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in East Palo
Alto, accepts the Patrician Award at the
2014 Priests’ Day celebrations.

2014 – Priests’ Day Program Correction
We apologize for omitting Rev. James Aylward and Rev. George De Costa
(Class of 1964) on the program last year
The Annual St. Patrick’s Seminary & University Second Collection
We are grateful to the pastors and parishioners in the Archdiocese of San
Francisco for your generous support of the seminarian formation programs
through the Second Collection initiative.
Thank you for inviting the seminarian to share his vocation journey with
you. Please continue to keep them in your prayers as they continue in their
Four Pillars of Formation
(Human, Pastoral, Spiritual and Intellectual).

Ms. Laura Bertone
Most Reverend Tod D. Brown, D.D.
Bishop Emeritus of Orange
Mr. Salvatore Caruso
Sr. Rosina Conrotto, P.B.V.M.
Office of Women Religious,
Archdiocese of San Francisco
Mr. Charles Corbalis
Most Reverend Thomas A. Daly, D.D.
Bishop-Designate of Spokane
Rev. Thuan V. Hoang
Pastor, Church of the Visitacion Parish,
Archdiocese of San Francisco
Most Reverend William J. Justice, D.D.
Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco
Ms. Anne Kearney
Mr. Deglin Kenealy

ST. PATRICK’S 2015 GALA

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday,
September 19, 2015

INVITATION TO FOLLOW &
ONLINE REGISTRATION COMING SOON

Questions and Comments:
patrician@stpsu.org or 650.289.3320
We are updating our database,
please send us any email or mailing address change.

Reverend John Piderit, S.J.
Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia,
Archdiocese of San Francisco
Rev. Raymund M. Reyes
Vicar for Clergy, Archdiocese of San Francisco
Most Reverend Jaime Soto, D.D.
Bishop of Sacramento
Reverend Gladstone H. Stevens,PSS
President-Rector, St. Patrick’s Seminary &
University and Vice-Chancellor
Most Reverend John C. Wester, D.D.
Archbishop-designate of Santa Fe

St. Patr ick’s

Semina ry

&

Univ er sit y
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Deacon Cesar Martinez of the Diocese of Stockton, Bishop Thomas A. Daly, Bishop-Designate of the Diocese of
Spokane and Auxiliary Bishop of San Jose, and Deacon Cameron Faller of the Archdiocese of San Francisco,
pray along with seminarians, family and friends, as Deacon Andrew Ginter of the Archdiocese of San Francisco
and Deacon Ronald Manango of the Diocese of Stockton prostrate themselves during the Litany of Saints at
their Diaconate Ordination. For more information on their Diaconate Ordination, please turn to page 15.

